Upper Brandon Flantation

°rince Gecrge Co., Va.

Nams of Property County and State
5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as appty) (Check only cne box) {Do not include previousiy listed resources in the count.)
&1 private ¢ building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
. public-local O] district 3 5 o
T public-State = site buiidings
. public-Federal Z structure 3 2 sites
_ object 5 2 o5
0 0 objects
8 11 Total

Name of related muitiple property listing
(Enter “N/A" if propernty 1s not pan of a mullipie property listing.)

N/A

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the Nationai Register

N/A

6. Function or Usa

Historic Functions
(Enter categories {rom instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE: outbuildings
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE: fields

Current Functions
(Enter categones from instructions)

DOMESTIC: corporate retreat
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE: outbuildings
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE: fields

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categones from instructions)

FARLY REPUBLIC: Farly Classical Revival

Narrative Description

Materiais
{Enter categones from instructions)

foundation _Brick

walls Brick
roof Slate
other

(Describe the histone and current condition of the property on one or mora continuation sheets.)



Upper Brandon Plantation
Name of Property

®rince George Co., Va.

County ang State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
{Mark “x' in one or mare boxes for the critena quaiifying the property
for Nanonai Register hsung.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

— B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant 1n Qur past.

— C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or methad of construction or
represents the work of a master. or pOSsesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individuai distinction.

™~ D Property has yielded, or is iikely to yieid,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
{(Mark "x'' in all the boxaes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by a religious mstitution or used for
religious purposes.

removed from its onginal location.

[

a birthplace or grave.

b L]
o o o

a cemetery.
_ E a reconstructed buiiding, object, or structure.
. F a commemorative property.

— G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

{Exptain the significance of the property on one or Maore continuation sheets.)

"Areas of Significance
(Enter categones from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

AGRICULTURE

Period of Significance
1825-1859

Significant Dates
1825

1859

Significant Person
(Compiete  Critenon 8 is marked above)

Cuiturai Affiliation

Architect/Builder

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibilography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in prepanng this torm on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

7 previousiy listed in the National Register

(! previousty determined eligible by the National
Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

T racnrdsAd v Wictnris Amearican Faninearning

Primary iocation of additional data:

&l State Historic Preservation Office
& Other State agency
0J Federal agency
& Locat government
2 University
& Other
Name of repositoryva . Historical

Society




Upper Brandon Plantation Prince Gecrge Co., Va.

Name of Propasty County and State

10._Geographical Dats

Acreage of Property __ 2, ' 28.5 3Cres

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1]1_!|lllll|l_L|L|Ei| 3'l_|1[11|‘1|115!!
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2l|l||1|11_1LL||!111 4!1|||]||111||l1L|lﬁ

] See conunuation sheet

Verbal Boundary

{Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification

(Explain why the boundaries wers selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By _

nameititle Helen S. T. Reed

organization Reed Restoration Dec. 31, 1995

date
street & number 50X 29053 telephone _(804) 784-5619
city or town Richmond state  '2* 2ip 23229

Additional Documentation
Submit the foliowing items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
{Complete thia item at the request of SHPQ or FPO.)

James River Corp., Mr. Pete Trexler

name

-50
street & number 1802 Upper Brandon Road telephone (804) 866 00
city or town __SPring Grove state Va. _ zip code 23881

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information s being coilectad for applications to the Nationai Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine ekigibility for listing, to list properties. and to amend axisting listings. Response to this request is required to cbtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is sstmated to aversge 18.1 hours per rasponse including tims lor reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and compisting and reviewing the form. Direct comments ragarding this burden estimate or any aspect
ot this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Managemsnt and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503,
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Upper Brandon Plantation

Section number ___ Page __6 Prince George Co., Va.

Another original building cn the property s the overseer's

hcuse (2} moved in 1986 from its original site ( 2 ) and

gnlarged with two wings to serve as an office. Only scme

docrs, windows., upstairs flooring, and a partial staircase

ramain. It was Zocumented by Colenial Williamsbursg

=

rigultural Zuilding Project CWBl.170.

L
uy

Yearby a slave house (2} with =wo rooms and a central

notad in 1948. I+ was restored in 1987 with the help of

ey

Czlznial Jilliamsbkburg (

museum nNow.

The spectacular site of Upper Branden is enhanced by many

cli rrees (mostly labeled) and extensive boxwood gardens.

Ixtensive archaeological research and restoration was done

1986-21 =y William Kelso with landscape architect William D.

Rielev: an appropriate fenced garden (4) has been

e

recanstructed including the brick forcing wall. The ongoing

horticultural program is supervised by Beth Corker. The
mysterious mound on the riverside lawn was once a rose

garfen. William Byrd Harrison was interested in Edmund

Ruffin's theories of improved scientific land use, and Upper

Brandon continues to operate a successful farming operation.

Other archaeology includes the Sunbury field site (5) west

of RKennon Marsh. It was documented in 1985 by Niek

raglace remains, the sole survivor of three such buijldings

¢ Chappell CWB1-17C) and serves as a
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Luccketti to the Archaic or Early Woodland periods (8,000
BC-1,000 BC) with pottery dating from the Middle and Late
Woodlands Periods (500 BC-AD 1607). Remains of an early
colenial settlement of about 1640 alsg exist. Preliminary
informal excavationg were done at the Lodge site before
constructian. Shards and evidence of these prehistoric and
early colonial locations are displayed in the slave cabin

museume.

The old smoke house (5) just west of the kitchen dependency

is a large cctagcnal building with an unusual conical roof

structure.
The original icehouse {7) built into the zide of the hill is
located east of the main house. It is near the roadway to

the whare.

The slave caemetery (8) has not been explored and is

identifled by a lgcal farmer, Cecil Ruben May.

Eleven noncontributing rescurces include: the dairy barn (a)

built in the early 1900s; the farm barn (B) and nearby grain

»ins also built in the early 1900s; the manager's house (C)

built in the colonial style in 1985; the larger farmhouse -
(D) and small farmhouse (E) both built in 1986; the

corporate lodge (F) designed by Gordon Galusha and built in

‘two sections in 1986 and 1990; a wharf site (G) and road bked
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OMP Aqpepwat Mo, 10240018

Harrison, had enlightened views on agriculture and on
slavery. His neighbor Edmund Ruffin was known for his
advocacy of states' rights and his improved agricultural

practices, published in his monthly Farmers' Register.

Harrison contributed articles on his experiments to improve
crops, such as the use of lime and the necessity of crop
rotation. Commercial success was important, and the Upper
Brandon wharf on the James River provided the transportation
necessary to participate in a market economy of grain; this
continued trade practices established in the seventeenth
century with tobacco. The continuity of family ownership

lasted until 1948.

The architecture of the main house and dependencies places
Upper Brandon among a group of elegant and sophisticated
Virginia  “thouses built about 1830 by arn accomplished group
of workmen using the Asher Benjamin pattern bock and
possibly working under the direction of its co-author,
Daniel Raynerd. These houses mostly mentioned specifically
before include: Magnolia Grange (1822), Horn Quarter
{1R2%-30), Hampstead (1825-27), the Governor's ansion
{1813;1830s), and Lower Brandon alterations (1870s
Following the 185% additions, Upper Branden nad little
modernization, leaving it mostly intact for “he 1980s

professicnal restoration.

Upper Brandon Plantation is located on a broad bend in the
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UTM COORDINATES

1. 18 318860 4127360
2. 18 319180 4128120
3. 18 319500 4128460
4. 18 321000 4129500
5. 18 321480 4130160
6. 18 322760 4129720
7. 18 323260 4129260
8. 18 322780 4128780
9. 18 322860 4127120
10. 18 322000 4126600
11. 18 321480 4127240
12, 18 320880 4126700
13, 18 320220 4127460
14. 18 319520 4126880

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The nominated boundaries of Upper Brandon Plantation are shown on the
accompanying USGS map and are defined by UTM coordinate points. They are also
rapresented by tax rarcel maps. The property containe 3 parcels totaling 2,138.5
acres. Tax parcel numbers 190(04)00-00-A-0, 190(04)00-00-B-0 (House site),
190(04)00-00-c—0, and the area commonly known as Kennon Marsh, all listed with
the Prince George County Real Estate Assesor's Office.

VERBAL BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The boundaries of the nominated property represents the remaining rtion
of the coriginal 1660 land patent of 5000 acres. The property maintains its
working farm status and contains historic resources pertaining to agriculture and
its development. The main house and its auxilary buildings are a good example
of the plantation seat system common at this period in Virginia. The Harrison
family owned this property from the early 18th century to 1948, giving it a
lengthy period of continuous occupation.
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o Mapped, fited, and published by the Geological Survey

¢
d‘i’e\\e Control by U. GS and NOS/NOAA “N*
&b Topography by photogrammetric methods from aerial N
photographs taken 1963. Field checked 1965



